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Highlights include: 

• The Forest Conservation Act, which will update forest conservation 
goals and definitions to reflect new data, protect and conserve more 
forest land, and give local governments flexibility to pursue solutions 
that advance equity.

• The Power Act, which sets the goal of Maryland producing 8.5 

gigawatts of off-shore wind by 2031 and updating the state's 

transmission grid. This is a significant step forward in climate action as 

increasing renewable energy production will work to mitigate climate 

change induced habitat loss throughout the region.

• The Maryland Sustainable Buildings requires all buildings receiving 
50% public funding in Maryland to meet the LEED standards that 
prevent bird collisions and conserve building energy usage. Read the 
press release here.

• Make Community Solar Permanent, which makes permanent a 
community solar pilot project, with the goal of incentivizing access to 
renewable energy by low- and moderate-income residents.

• And the Pollinator-Friendly Powerlines Bill, which prohibits the 
enforcement of "weed" height ordinances some powerline corridors 
and allows electric utilities to create pollinator friendly habitat in those 
corridors rather than continual mowing.

In Pennsylvania, we remain focused on efforts to create sustained, robust 
funding for both the Department of Environmental Protection, and the 
Department of Conservation and Natural Resources in order to invest in 

statewide habitat protection and natural climate solutions. We will also 
continue working in the state to make sure Pennsylvania stays a member of 

the Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative (RGGI) in order to invest RGGI 
proceeds into renewable energy, habitat conservation, and green 
infrastructure throughout the state. 
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Policy Director Jim Brown updates Maryland's governor on Audubon's conservation and climate priorities. 
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